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MARCH-APRIL NEWS

Heirloom Audio’s CES 2009/T.H.E. Show Awards
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Best sound at CES:  


  Apple PowerBook playing 24/96 files via Bel Canto

  USB Link24/96, VBS, 12-Volt DAC3, and REF500s

  driving Joseph Audio Pearls (computers making the 

  grade)

Best budget friendly component at CES:


  Bel Canto USB Link 24/96 ($495)

Most svelt accessory at CES:




  Naim R-COM remote

Best sound at T.H.E. Show:  




  Antique Sound Labs Flora EX Preamplifier and

  AQ1006 845 SETs (22W) driving Reference 3A Grand

  Veenas (a bit underpowered but Mm-Mm-Good!)
Announcements

Heirloom Audio Welcomes Naim Audio!

We are very proud to bring Naim to the City of Denver.  Designed and built in England, the Naim name is highly respected among audiophiles the world over.   Come hear what makes these products so special!

Baroque Chamber Orchestra of Colorado, sponsored by Heirloom Audio

Mark your calendars:  A Handel Celebration, in observance of the Handel year in 2009, also to include Bach’s 4th Brandenburg Concerto, May 1-3, 2009.  For details, check out their website at www.bcocolorado.org.  

Heirloom Audio Product Lines

Aspara Acoustics

Tired of speakers that can’t get going without drawing a kilowatt or more out of the wall?   Want sensitivity without enormous size or weight?  Wish for these things without high frequencies beaming at you like lasers?  You must be wishing for Aspara HL1 horn speakers.  This is a natural, musical sounding horn speaker that can actually image!  With a whopping 100dB sensitivity, these babies are plenty happy with just a few watts.  Only 28 inches tall at the shoulder, 43 inches tall at the top of the head, and a very manageable 114 pounds, they are easy to live with as well. Come hear them with our Quicksilver SET Mono amplifiers (8 watts).     

Bel Canto Design

Newest digital wonder from the mind of John Stronczer is the USB Link 24/96 (includes a short Stereovox SPDIF BNC-equipped digital interconnect for $495 – and that’s not a typo!).  To our ears, this was the star of the 2009 CES.  Playing 24/96 data files from an Apple notebook computer via USB Link to the forthcoming 12V DAC3 and Virtual Battery Supply, with REF500 monoblocks driving Joseph Audio Pearls, the sound of a jazz guitar and amp was more live, more palpable than anything heard before.  A very memorable experience.  If you already have a capable DAC and computer and want to embark on high-resolution audio, this is a very affordable way to get there.  Now that’s what we call an economic stimulus!

Cambre’

Our latest Core rack from Cambre’ features natural maple with black rods/feet.  Pair this as we did with some natural maple speakers with black drivers on black stands (Reference 3A’s of course!) and load up the rack with a few deep black beauties like those from Naim, and you have a music system that beckons with a physical attraction that grabs many an audiophile and won’t let go.  You know what we’re talking about – it’s part of the pride-of-ownership lust.  Buying for the sonic benefits and indulging the audiophile lust at the same time is what we call having your cake and eating it too.  

You can order Cambre’ Core in standard 4-shelf racks or order by the shelf.  The standard 4-shelf rack is the better bargain, of course.  If you desire a configuration that is lower to the ground, 3-shelf double-wide video racks are also available.  Or, consider combining a standard 4-shelf rack with an extra top (an amplifier stand) to make both a 3-shelf rack and a 2-shelf rack.  This makes a very versatile combination and an impressive display for your fine audio treasures.

Copland Digital Room Correction

How does digital room correction sound?  Less chaotic, you might be thinking.  That may be true, but that’s not what hits you.  We find that the “live venue” factor goes off the scale when you engage the Copland DRC-205 ($2995), and this effect is not subtle.  In what other way can you spend this amount of money to dramatically upgrade the performance of your whole system?  Check out this The Absolute Sound 2007 Digital Signal Processing Product of the Year winner and be convinced. 

Furutech

At Heirloom Audio we feature the Furutech e-TP609 power distribution block (winner of The Absolute Sound 2008 Editor’s Choice Award) and its less expensive brother, the e-TP60.  These are exceptionally well-built power blocks, and worthy of our highest recommendation.  Although we currently display just these two Furutech products, we can special order anything you need from their extensive selection of products offered in North America.  

Graham Slee

An important contribution to our versatile vinyl presentation at RMAF 2008 was the unique “Revelation” phono stage from Graham Slee ($1599).  Vintage mono LPs (and even some early stereo LPs) can be a discouraging affair, given the lack of a universal standard for equalization that existed pre-RIAA.  That’s where this handy phono stage comes in, providing adjustable EQ for the most common equalization curves of the day.  It has 42.5 dB gain, and can be paired with their Elevator EXP for MC mono cartridges such as the Lyras.  

Hannl

The Hannl Aragon LP cleaning machine ($3995) is a joy to use, going about its work with the finesse and confidence of a well-engineered product.  The icing on the cake is its sleek yet functional industrial design – just enough bling to be at home in listening room or living room.  This Stereophile 2008 Recommended Component is a must-have for those of you with large LP collections.  The Hannl Micro LP cleaning machine ($2295) is a more economical alternative.  You dispense the cleaning solution, it does the same cleanup job as the Aragon.  

Lyra

Yep, we’re spoiled now.  The newest member of the Lyra cartridge family is the Skala ($3200), a 5th generation design from Jonathon Carr.  Pictures do not do this milestone in the evolution of phono cartridge technology any favors, as in fact it is quite beautiful.  The elegantly machined chassis blade (the vertebrae) is a marvel to behold, and represents a breakthrough development, strengthening the mechanical bond between the cartridge and the headshell of the tonearm.  True masters of the “form follows function” paradigm, Lyra has taken cartridge design to the next level.  

Naim

We have been fortunate to spend some time with the newest member of the famous NAIT series, the NAIT XS.  The new NAIT XS is an obvious thoroughbred.  Every physical detail is so well conceived and highly evolved, you begin to appreciate the great respect lavished upon Naim and in particular the NAIT series.  Given Naim’s very costly and highly regarded separates, it is easy to assume that Naim quality is out of reach of the audiophile with modest means.  Sitting pretty at $2250, this is so not true for the NAIT XS.  

An upgrade path is always a welcome plus, and you can upgrade the NAIT XS’s preamp power supply with a FlatCap2x ($1100) or HiCap2  ($1900) external power supply to realize even greater potential.  If an integrated amplifier is in your future, you owe it to yourself to come hear the NAIT XS.  

Soon to arrive at Heirloom Audio will be the Naim CD5X CD player and FlatCap2X external power supply. These will round out our first Naim-based system at Heirloom Audio.  We will also be enjoying their optional machined-from-solid R-COM remote control.  We’ve seen a lot of chunk-O-metal remotes before, but none rivals the svelt design of this one.  

Nordost

Our latest foray into the Nordost line is the speaker jumper cables, available in 10 and 18-inch length for every member of the line, from Blue Heaven to the far reaches.  It is a must-have upgrade if you already have great cables but have been getting by with those metal plank jumpers supplied with your speakers.  Nordost believes that the way to more music is by minimizing the filtering characteristics of physical cable construction, and that applies equally well to speaker jumper cables.  Less filter…more music.  It’s that simple!

Nottingham
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The Interspace Junior with 9” Ace Interspace unipivot tonearm ($1999) is a Nottingham in every sense.  Foremost is the sound, which is organic and fluid without coloration.  It features the same drive motor successful in so many of Nottingham’s designs, more economically integrated into the plinth.  Dimensions are compact, but this is no lightweight turntable.  The massive alloy platter and composite plinth are reassuringly weighty, and the mountings for the tonearm are skillfully-machined aluminum.  As with other Nottingham turntables, each design detail is the product of many years’ experience building turntables by ear.  We especially like the combination of the Interspace Junior with the Lyra Dorian MC cartridge (as shown to the left).  Heirloom quality at a fair price.

Quantum Resonant Technology

We can’t get over the sonic impact of the Quantum power purifiers.  The human voice is the greatest beneficiary of this wonderful but mysterious technology.  Singers are somehow transformed, from sounding constipated or depressed or both, to projecting their voices with pride and joy.  Bizarre, but real!  Electric bass acquires greater definition and clarity.  A jangley guitar takes on a richness that seems to place the player and the guitar amp in the room, instead of merely placing an image at a point in an artificial soundstage.  Our advice?  Don’t be content with someone showing you graphs of their power conditioner at work.  Trust your ears to hear the difference before and after, because if you can’t, you are just buying an expensive power strip in a box.  

Quicksilver Audio

We display several models of these Heirloom quality tube power amplifiers and preamplifiers, including the SET Mono, Mid Mono and Silver 70 monoblock amplifiers and the Line Stage, Remote Control Line Stage, and Full Preamp preamplifiers.  Most others are available by special order.  Those lucky enough to own Quicksilvers enjoy a natural, musical bliss, economical yet rock-solid build quality, and the comfort of knowing their purchase will last many satisfying years.  Considering tubes?  Never underestimate the musical communication of a Quicksilver amplifier.  

Reference 3A

We are proud to display the Grand Veena, the Episode, the Veena, the MM deCapo-I, and most recently added, the Dulcet.  There is a model to suit every budget, each one scoring big for musicality.  Fine craftsmanship makes them beautiful.  Easy drivability and modest dimensions and weight make them easy to live with.  We have for display an example of the standard natural maple, the cherry stained maple, the piano gloss black, and our favorite, the piano gloss cherry, so you can get a good idea of the finishes available.  

Audiophile treasures from:

Aspara Acoustics ▲ Bel Canto Design ▲ Cambre’ ▲ Copland ▲ Furutech ▲ Graham Slee ▲ Hannl Vinyl Care 

Lyra ▲ Naim ▲ Nordost ▲Nottingham Analogue Studio ▲ Quantum ▲ Quicksilver ▲ Reference 3A 
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