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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER NEWS

Announcements

Please visit us at Rocky Mountain Audio Fest!  Room 565
It will be our great pleasure to present a unique and uniquely musical system at Audio Fest 2008, October 10th-12th.   For those who are new to Heirloom Audio, we are anxious to meet you.  While you’re there, enter our drawing for your chance to win one pair of Nordost Blue Heaven interconnects.  So much to see and hear – this exciting show is not to be missed!

Heirloom Audio Welcomes Quantum!

Our newest product line is Quantum Resonant Technology, the California-based company that provides the power purification technology that is at the heart of the highly regarded Nordost Thor Power Distribution Block.  We have both the QX4 and QX2 units in our showroom, and we would love to demonstrate to you the audible benefits of their patented electromagnetic field stabilization technology.  

Heirloom Audio featured in two ads in Stereophile’s September issue

As many of you already saw, our first national ad appeared in the September issue of Stereophile as part of their Dealer Showcase.  The second ad to include Heirloom Audio was the ad for Rocky Mountain Audio Fest, placing our logo among those of many of our fellow exhibitors.  This is an exciting time for us as we seek to be known by a wider audience.  Watch Stereophile in the coming months for other ads.

Vidar is in the house!

We now have the Nordost Vidar cable burn-in device, and we will provide cable burn-in services for all Nordost cables we sell.  In a mere 4 days, this indispensable device provides the equivalent of 100 years of normal use in a music system!  

Baroque Chamber Orchestra of Colorado sponsored by Heirloom Audio

We are proud to announce that Heirloom Audio is the Season Sponsor for the 2008-2009 season of the Baroque Chamber Orchestra of Colorado.  This is a special honor, as we are their first-ever corporate sponsor.  Now beginning its fourth season, this is an orchestra of exceptionally talented and devoted specialists in the performance of baroque music on period instruments.  This promises to be a fine season, and we are indeed lucky to be in a metropolitan area that supports an ensemble of this caliber.  Please take a moment to check out their website at www.bcocolorado.org.  In addition to this title sponsorship, Heirloom Audio is sponsoring the live recordings of all regular season performances.  Regrettably, these live recordings are not made available to the general public.   However, a “studio” recording project is already underway, the result of which will be a CD that will be made available to the general public.  

Heirloom Audio Product Lines

Aspara Acoustics

Aspara is relatively unknown in the U.S.  We were introduced to Aspara Acoustics HL1 horn speakers at RMAF 2007.  Generally speaking, we find that many horn speakers have a way of drilling high frequencies into one’s ears like lasers.  Not so with the Aspara HL1s.  Based upon a brief listen at RMAF, we ordered a pair to be built and shipped to us.  The Aspara HL1s have been a rewarding addition to our showroom.  There is something very endearing and aesthetically pleasing about this speaker (both musically and visually), and their high sensitivity (100dB) opens up exciting possibilities.  Someday soon we hope to see a formal review of the Aspara HL1 by a top-tier audiophile publication.  In the meantime, we are content to enjoy their musical prowess here at Heirloom Audio.

Bel Canto Design

Looking for an awesome phono stage for $1495?  Look no further than the Bel Canto Phono3.  With 40 or 60 dB gain settings and adjustable input resistance and capacitance, the Phono3 will accommodate most cartridges.  Intended to be powered up at all times for peak performance, this ultra-quiet phono stage is a transparent window for your LP collection.  The icing on the cake:  Unlike many phono stages in the Phono3’s price range, the Phono3 provides for use of a premium power cord, allowing upgraded performance.  Bravo, Bel Canto!

The CD-2 compact disc player ($2995) that came out last year is scary good!  We have considered selling other players, but so far have found none to compare with this unit for breathtaking realism and purposeful industrial design.  For the money, we don’t think there is any competition.  Either used as a standalone CD player, or combined with Bel Canto’s superb Stereophile Class A-rated DAC-3 ($2495), this CD spinner makes the music happen.  

We were excited to see Wes Phillips’ review of the S300iu integrated amplifier with USB DAC ($2195).  This is a brilliant amplifier for the budding audiophile, or maybe for a mini dream system for the vacation home at the lake, condo in the mountains, or beachfront apartment.  Just imagine the possibilities.  How about the heart of the ultimate office music system?  Talk about a natural!  And try this on for size:  Pair the S300iu with something like Reference 3A MM deCapo-i monitor speakers and your Blu-Ray or HD-DVD player and LCD/plasma display and you have a minimalist 2-channel home theater system that puts quality way ahead of quantity.  While you’re at it, use the line outputs to add two powered subwoofers for very tasteful 2.2 home theater!  USB DAC for connecting your laptop running iTunes?  Check.  Home theater bypass mode?  Check.  This is the little amplifier that can!

Cambre’

Cambre’s Core racks are available in many different wood finishes and with your choice of either silver or black aluminum rods/feet.  We are displaying Black Ash with Silver rods/feet, and Rosewood with Black rods/feet (an especially nice complement to your black audio components).  They have a look that is elegant and comfortable, with none of the impracticality, pretentiousness, or dated looks of some stands out there.  Assembly is done without tools of any sort, and you quickly realize that those anodized rods and feet are machined from solid stock, not merely hollow tubes cut to length.  The stability and solidity of these stands will put some rather expensive stands to shame, and yet one person can move a 4-shelf audio rack with ease.  They are frequently called into action in system reviews for Hi-Fi+, and that says a lot about their practicality and performance.  All-in-all, an exceptional value! 

Copland Digital Room Correction

How does digital room correction sound?  Less chaotic, you might be thinking.  That may be true, but that’s not what hits you.  We find that the “live venue” factor goes off the scale when you engage the Copland DRC-205 ($2995), and this effect is not subtle.  In what other way can you spend this amount of money to dramatically upgrade the performance of your whole system?  Check out this The Absolute Sound 2007 Digital Signal Processing Product of the Year winner and be convinced. 

Hannl

The Aragon LP cleaning machine ($3299) is a joy to use, going about its work with the finesse and confidence of a well-engineered product.  The icing on the cake is its sleek yet functional industrial design – just enough bling to be at home in listening room or living room.  This Stereophile 2008 Recommended Component is a must-have for those of you with large LP collections.

Lyra

The newest member of the Lyra cartridge family is the Skala ($3200), a 5th generation design from Jonathon Carr.  Pictures do not do this milestone in the evolution of phono cartridge technology any favors, as in fact it is quite beautiful.  The elegantly machined chassis blade (the vertebrae) is a marvel to behold, and represents a breakthrough development, strengthening the mechanical bond between the cartridge and the headshell of the tonearm.  True masters of the “form follows function” paradigm, Lyra has taken cartridge design to the next level.  We have logged a couple of dozen hours on our Skala cartridge having just received it.  Already, its superb pedigree is obvious, and we will have more to say about its sonic virtues in our next newsletter.

Nordost

We were fortunate to attend a comprehensive 2-day cable demonstration by Bjorn Bengtsson, Nordost’s International Sales Trainer, hosted by Audiophile Systems, Ltd in Indianapolis, the U.S. distributor for Nordost.  Bjorn conveys very convincingly the sonic benefits of the “filter-less technology” that defines the Nordost approach.  Each step up in the line brings you more musical information by further minimizing the filtering characteristics of physical cable construction, unmasking more and more detail, ambience and presence along the way.  Less filter…more music.  It’s that simple!

The biggest surprise among the many power cables we heard demonstrated had to be the Vishnu.  Outwardly not much more imposing in appearance than its less expensive sibling the Shiva, the jump in audible performance was striking.  The heavier gauge conductors and tighter tolerances of the Vishnu, implemented with Nordost’s masterful skill, brought a substantial increase in the depth, richness and presence of Ben Harper’s acoustic guitar on “The Drugs Don’t Work” from his Live From Mars CD.  And that was only changing the power cable on the CD player!

Nottingham

There can be no doubt that part of the fun for turntable enthusiasts is being able to upgrade performance after buying your turntable (or when you buy it if you are so inclined).  With the exception of the Interspace Junior, all Nottingham turntables can be upgraded in several ways with factory-made options.  Start with a terrific turntable like the Nottingham Space 294 (TAS 2007 Analog Source of the Year) and there are some very worthwhile upgrades on offer:  

· Adding a second arm pod/board and a second 12-inch arm with a mono cartridge is an obvious choice for anyone with a collection of vintage mono LPs.  Enjoying the unique tonal palettes of two different stereo phono cartridges is an equally valid use for two tonearms.  Two arms rules!

· Adding the “heavy kit” replaces the standard mat with a 1-inch thick graphite slab for a better mechanical interface with the LP, and adds a spacer for raising the arm height accordingly.  

· Adding the Wave Mechanic gives the motor a clean alternating current wave form to work with, one that is stable in voltage and frequency.

We were informed by Audiophile Systems that Heirloom Audio is to be the first dealer nationwide to display the Nottingham Space 294 with two 12-inch tonearms, a version we have dubbed the “Space 588”.  We are using the Lyra Skala stereo cartridge in one arm and the Lyra Dorian Mono in the other.  We will be showing this delectable creature at RMAF in October, so don’t miss out!

Quantum Resonant Technology

We are excited to add another important new line to our stable of fine audio.  While it was always difficult for practical reasons to demonstrate a before-and-after comparison of the power purification technology inside the Nordost Thor, this is now much easier to do.  Quantum electromagnetic field stabilization is now available as a separate unit, with either 2x or 4x the EMF stabilization contained in the Thor (the Quantum QX2 and QX4, respectively).  Just don’t ask us how it does what it does.  They won’t even tell us!

Quicksilver Audio

For our own selfish reasons, it is unfortunate that Mike Sanders has relocated Quicksilver Audio to Stockton, California (we really liked the convenience of a 30-minute drive to the factory!).  Regardless of where they are being built, though, we know that Quicksilver amplifiers will continue to be sought for their special qualities we admire most (musicality, high bandwidth, enduring build quality, and functional aesthetics).

Don’t underestimate how much fun it is to interact with such well-engineered, flexible, and simply designed vacuum tube amplifiers.  Each monoblock power amplifier can use a variety of readily available output tubes as specified in the user manual.  Experiment with different output tubes at minimal cost to find the best match for your speakers. 

Reference 3A

The Absolute Sound:  Harry Pearson’s Golden Ear Award winner for 2008:  

Reference 3A Grand Veena.  

The most recent addition to our stable of speakers is the MM deCapo-i Premium 2-way stand-mount speaker (~$3300, less for other finishes).  It has the goods to live up to any level of system you are inclined to conjure up.  Long regarded as a favorite monitor speaker in the audiophile community, the MM deCapo-i is a wonderful place to start when building a system.  It is easy to drive, and like all Reference 3A designs, loves all kinds of music.

Reference 3A have demonstrated an unrivaled mastery of the art of building speakers for music lovers, and only by coincidence (one might suspect), have done so at prices within reach of mere mortals.  From the lowest, the Dulcet, a Hi-Fi+ 2004 Product of the Year (~$1800/pair), to the highest, the Grand Veena (a TAS 2008 Golden Ear Award winner), this family of speakers makes music reproduction the joyful experience it’s supposed to be.  All are easy to drive and all are able to take full advantage of the most refined equipment you can pair them with.  

Audiophile treasures from:
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